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If you felt something was off, would you  

act on it? Allie, 16, had a hunch her classmate 

would get violent—then he showed  

up at school with a gun.  as told to ashley mateo

      i could have stopped  

a school 
shooting!

WIN! 

 Allie ran across this   parking lot to safety! 
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Iwould do anything for 
a distraction during 
an exam—especially 
one I’d barely studied 
for, like the quiz I was taking in 

first period last January. The 30 or so 
students in the room were all super- 
focused, and the pressured silence was 
making it even harder for me to think of 
the answers. Then I heard it—bang! 

I jerked my head up and saw my 
classmate Bryan standing at the front of 
the room and pointing a gun at me and 
my classmates. Out of the corner of my 
eye, I saw my friend Bowe covered in 
blood and clutching his shoulder. “You 
shot me!” he cried in disbelief. Bryan 
coldly smiled and said, “I did.” Then Bowe 
crumbled to the floor next to my feet. 

I screamed—were we all about to 
die? Some people ducked beneath their 
desks, others scurried toward the back 
of the room where there was another 
exit. My mind flashed to stories about 
the Newtown, Connecticut, shooter, who 
had murdered 26 people at a school 
less than a month earlier—I couldn’t 
believe that might be happening here, 
too. How many of us would Bryan shoot? 
A second later, I dropped down and 
crawled backward, my heart pounding, 
and thought, OMG, I could have 
prevented this.

hints of danger 
Every school has outcasts, loners, or 
people who aren’t interested in the 
things everyone else likes—and that’s 
okay. But Bryan scared me. He drew 
creepy pictures of kids with bloody teeth 
and that sort of thing. I tried to be nice 
to him, but Bowe bullied Bryan all the 
time. Once I heard Bowe tell Bryan, “I 
watched The Notebook and thought of 
you when they kissed.” It didn’t even 
make sense—what was Bowe trying to 
prove? But Bryan’s response gave me 
chills: He said, “Well, I watched five serial 
killer movies and thought of you.” 

Because I kept hearing about school 
shootings and how the shooters were 
bullied, like Bryan, I posted a tweet 
warning people to be nice to Bryan or 
else he might do something—just to 
get my feelings off my chest. My friends 

and I tweet dumb stuff all the time, and 
I didn’t think anyone would take it 
seriously. But one of my BFFs tweeted 
about my tweet, and her family 
reported it to the school. Apparently, 
the principal said they’d already 
questioned him. And last year, I heard 
that Bryan was suspended for writing 
a hit list, but the administration later 
determined he wasn’t a threat. I still 
thought something was off but kept 
my suspicions to myself. I didn’t want to 
make a big deal out of nothing.

nowhere to hide
After shooting Bowe, Bryan was still 
smirking. As I crawled toward the back 
door after my classmates, Bryan pointed 
the gun at me, and I froze. I had been so 
close to safety; now I was trapped.

My teacher begged him not to shoot 
again, but Bryan said, “I want Jacob” 
(another one of his bullies). From behind 
a table, Jacob shouted, “Dude, I’ll never 
bully you again!” I couldn’t tear my  
eyes away, but I caught movement at 

the door—school security had arrived.
Bryan must have seen them, too, 

because he haphazardly shot at Jacob—
and missed. As security rushed in, I ran 
out the back and didn’t stop until I saw 
my vice principal herding people into 
a safer building nearby. I hid with my 
classmates, freaking out about whether 
or not Bowe was alive. After three hours, 
the police declared the campus safe.

moving on
Bowe’s wound wasn’t life-threatening, 
thankfully! I wish I had never tweeted 
about Bryan and had just reported him 
instead—maybe if more people had 
spoken up about his troubling behavior, 
the school would have taken action.

Now in class, I always look for an 
escape route—a window or a back 
door—in case of another shooting. 
And it’s not just at school—I’ve heard 
of shootings at the movies, the mall, 
everywhere. I’m also trying to be nicer 
to people. If I see someone who looks 
lonely, I say, “Hey, how are you?” Maybe 
if more of us had been nicer to Bryan, he 
never would have fired the gun. 17

behind bars  
Bryan, who was 
bullied constantly, 
was charged with 
two counts of 
attempted murder.

What should you  do?
If you’re worried about a classmate getting violent, here’s how to handle it:

       Don’t warn friends 
You might think you’re being 
helpful, but telling your  
friends your suspicions could 
start a rumor—and could 
make a classmate a target  
for bullying.

       Do tell someone  
Threats like hit lists or bragging 
about guns can actually be 
warnings that you should take 
seriously. Tell your guidance 
counselor, who can get the 
students the help they need.

       Don’t go all CSI  
Crime profiling might look  
easy on TV, but judging  
people by stereotypes can 
be dangerous—just because 
someone is goth or a loner 
doesn’t mean he’s a threat.

Share your real-life story at 
seventeen.com/mylife.SEVENTEEN.COM

✗ ✗✓

17 EXPERT:  Joel Dvoskin, Ph.D., forensic psychologist, The University of Arizona College of Medicine. 

@Beezygioni  
If Bryan shoots up 
the school, I swear 
to God. I have like  

4 classes with him! 
Allie’s tweet on Dec. 15, 26 DAys  

Before the shooting
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