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With 
some celebs, it’s hard 

to tell if it’s really them tweeting 
or if it’s their publicists writing fakey 

posts to make them look good. But that’s not 
the case with Ariana Grande—her realness online 
is part of what makes you (and her 10 million other 
followers) love her! Ariana first scored fans playing 

Victoria Justice’s sidekick, Cat Valentine, on Nickelodeon’s 
Victorious, and now she’s gaining more stardom with her 

new spin-off show, Sam & Cat. But it’s those unfiltered looks 
into her life that make Ariana feel as if she could be one of 
your BFFs. Like when she recently tweeted, “Off to bed :) 
and by that I mean to tumblr for seven hours!” Seriously, 
who hasn’t fallen down that Tumblr rabbit hole? Or like 

the video of her singing along to Adele, something 
every girl has done—only she sounded amazing 

and got 37 million views on YouTube. “I’m  
not afraid of sharing my life,” Ariana 

explains. “I don’t put up a  
front online.”
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ON ARIANA: Top, Sretsis; 
skirt, REDValentino; 
jacket (around waist), 
Adidas Originals by 
Jeremy Scott; necklace, 
Dannijo; beaded 
bracelet,  
R.J. Graziano; charm 
bracelet, Organic 
Peroxide; sneakers, 
Adidas Originals. 
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Ariana has lived her life in public since she 
was a little girl growing up in Boca Raton, 
Florida. At 8 years old, she sang the national 
anthem live on TV at a hockey game. That 
moment in the spotlight ignited her passion to 
perform, and she started auditioning like crazy. 
She never had a problem waltzing in to meet 
casting agents and showing off her fun 
personality and talent—she even scored a role 
on Broadway at 15. But fast-forward a few years 
to when she was filming Victorious and her 
confidence suddenly faltered. “I worked with 

someone who told me they’d never like me.  
But for some reason, I just felt like I needed her 
approval,” Ariana says, getting teary. “So I 
started changing myself to please her. It made 
me stop being social and friendly. I was so 
unhappy.” Ariana doesn’t want to reveal who 
made her miserable. After all, she says she 
doesn’t want to start drama—she’s moved on. 
But anyone can Google the rumors that she 
and Victoria didn’t always get along. Luckily, 
her mom noticed how quiet and un-Ariana  
she had become and helped her find her way. 
“She said, ‘It’s time for you to be you again.’  
It made me realize I was letting other people 
define who I was, and I needed to take back 
that control,” she says. 

In show business, it’s hard to stay true to 
yourself, but Ariana has learned how important 
it is to do exactly that—just take a look at her 
music. “In 2011, I released a song called ‘Put 
Your Hearts Up.’ It was bubblegum pop, which isn’t me 
but it was something I thought my fans wanted,” she 
says. “I think that’s why it was never successful.” But 
the first single, “The Way,” off her upcoming album, 
Daydreamin’, couldn’t be more different—it has an  
R & B vibe and hit number one on iTunes the day it was 
released! “I loved that song from the beginning, and 
that comes across when you listen to it,” she says. “That 
kind of music is my passion, and I’m so happy that I’m 
going after my dreams.” And now that Ariana has 
found her voice, she’s ready to open up even more. She 
spilled juicy details to Seventeen about her biggest 
dreams, her romantic LDR with her Aussie boyfriend, 
and the one thing that makes her happiest in life.

17: You’ve been working on your album for three years. 
What’s taking so long?!?
Ariana Grande: I’m a big perfectionist! I wanted it  
to feel like me, and for a long time, it wasn’t right.  
I’m trying to channel super-confident women like  
Alicia Keys, Mariah Carey, and Beyoncé, because I 
realized that if you want something, you have to really 
go for it, just like they do.  

17: You talked about working with someone who made 
you feel insecure. What did you learn from that? 
AG: What I’ve learned is that people in this industry 
can be so competitive! But it’s not a competition to 
me. So I started to look at success as a pie. Every 

 I’m going 
after my 
dreams. 

Watch Ariana reveal some of her most embarrassing 
moments at seventeen.com/arianavideo.SEVENTEEN.COM

ON ARIANA: Dress, 
Delpozo; tee, 
Wildfox; charm 
necklace, Venessa 
Arizaga; “Rad” 
necklace, Organic 
Peroxide; jeweled 
necklace and 
bracelet, Joomi Lim; 
friendship bracelets, 
Frieda and Nellie  
by Stacy Herzog & 
Sarah Reid.
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time I succeed, I’m not 
taking a slice of your 
pie! You’re strawberry 
pie and I’m chocolate 
pie—we are two 
different things, and we 
can both be great! 

17: Now that you’ve 
figured that out, is there 
anything that still  
makes you nervous?
AG: Yes! I feel so insecure 
on the red carpet. I look 
like I’ve got a stick up my 
butt because I’m so 
nervous and stiff. It scares 
me that people are going 
to look at those pictures 
and judge me. When most 
people see a bad photo, 
they can ask a friend to 
untag it. But I have that 
on a scale of a bajillion, 
and I can’t ask anyone to 
take anything down. It’s 
all superficial, so I try to 
remind myself that it’s not 
what matters in life. 

17: Your BF, Jai, seems to 
make you really happy! 
How do you make the distance thing work?
AG: Obviously I miss him all the time, but I’m never 
really sad when he’s gone because our love is such a 

positive thing. He’ll fly 
halfway across the world 
just to hang out with me 
in the studio or on set, and 
then he’ll leave notes and 
drawings in my dressing 
room. I save them all. 
We’re very mushy—I’m a 
hopeless romantic! 

17: Have you ever had 
your heart broken?
AG: Uh, yeah! And it hurt, 
a lot! I ate some chocolate, 
watched movies with my 
mom, and then I fell for 
somebody else.  Love is 
scary, but the risk is 
worth it—you learn so 
much about yourself. 

17: So what’s next for you?
AG: After Sam & Cat, I 
don’t see myself doing 
much acting. I want to 
make music that makes 
people happy. And I just 
want to enjoy my life. I 
look back at my old self 
and think, Ahhh, I’ve 
learned so much. I used 
to struggle for approval.  

I believed that what other people thought of me was 
who I am. Every day, I feel like I’m a step closer to 
being who I’m supposed to be for the rest of my life. 17

my first...
Get juicy deets on some of Ariana’s major life moments!

crush: “Justin Timberlake . . .   
’N SYNC was the first CD I bought!”

beAuTY producT: 
“Lip Smacker’s Cotton  
Candy . . . I was a little girl, 
and it tasted so good!”

sonG I 
performed:  
“ ‘Somewhere Over the 
Rainbow.’ I love old movies 
and Judy Garland.”

ON ARIANA: Jacket, 
Adidas Originals; 
dress, Blumarine; 
sprinkle pendant 
necklace, 
SparkleCityJewelry; 
charm necklace, 
Organic Peroxide; 
bangle, Alexis Bittar.

Wardrobe Stylist: Susan Joy.  Hair: Janine Jarman for SoloArtists.com/Sebastian.   
Makeup: Jodie Boland for ck one color cosmetics.  Manicure: Stephanie Stone for Essie at Nailing Hollywood.
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